
 I serve on the board of the Literacy Center 
and want to share with you why I believe so 
strongly in this cause. 
 
My father never learned to read or write.  
He grew up in Omaha as the eighth of nine 
children born to a poor immigrant from Aus-
tria.  He married young and provided for our 
family of six by working as a plasterer for 
many years. 
 
Bursitis and other health problems forced 
my father to relocate our family to a warmer 
climate and different kind of work in south-
ern California.  It was here that my father 
took a job as a park ranger for Riverside 
County.  It was also this job that ended his 
ability to be gainfully employed.   
 
While working in the park one weekend, my 
father was attacked by a group of drunken 
revelers.  He was beaten on the head with 
bottles and left near death.  The good news 
is that Dad recovered from the beating.  
The bad news is that he was left with a 
physical disability that prohibited him from 
continuing work of a physical nature.   
 
Unemployed with no options and  
depressed, Dad turned to alcohol which led 
to his involvement with Alcoholics  
Anonymous.  It was at one of his AA  
meetings that he learned about a special 
adult education class that taught reading 
and writing.  Dad was very excited and 
hopeful about this opportunity.  He  
envisioned himself having a desk job and 
doing paperwork.  As Dad shared his 
dream with people close to him, one of 
them told him that it was too late to learn.  
They said that he was too old to master 
basic literacy skills.  Dad believed this  
person and his hopes were crushed.  He 
was forty-eight years old. 
 
One year later, my father committed  
suicide.  He died having lost all hope of 
being able to learn, to change, and to  
personally develop. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My father’s death made a powerful  
impression on me.  From it, I gleaned some 
important truths.  I learned that HOPE is a 
necessary part of life.  I also learned that it 
is NEVER too late to realize our dreams.  
People can change.  People can learn.  
People can grow.  And, education is the 
key. 
 
I have worked in the field of education my 
entire life because I understand the power 
of knowledge for myself and for others.  I 
believe in the importance of living our lives 
in such a way that we are constantly  
learning, growing and developing.  I seek 
this for myself and I want to help make it 
possible for others. 
 
As one might imagine, I have a personal 
passion for literacy.  I want to keep hope 
alive  for people feeling hopeless, fearful 
and inadequate by providing educational 
programs and services to empower adults 
and their families to acquire the literacy 
practices and skills they need to function 
more effectively in their daily lives and par-
ticipate in the transformation of their  
societies. 
 
I hope you will join me in supporting this life
-changing and hope-generating cause of 
Omaha’s Literacy Center.  Let’s work  
together to keep hope alive! 
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2nd Annual Adult Spelling Bee 
August 21, 2009 
 
Community Night at the Royals 
August 29, 2009 
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Save the Date!  
Second Annual  

Adult Spelling Bee 
 

Friday - August 21, 2009 
6:00 pm 

 
Scott Conference Center 

 
Will the  

Omaha World-Herald  
team defend their title or  
will another team show  

they can succeed without 
using spell-check?   

 
Contact the Literacy Center 

to sign up your team! 

Kathy J. Larsen, MA, CFRE 
Literacy Center Board Member 
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I’m red, yellow, black, and white 
From every nation and tongue 

Old middle age and young. 
 

I have no boundaries 
Generational or race 

My father couldn’t read 
Now I take his place. 

 
You look for me 

In all the wrong places 
For I’m closer than you think 

 
Sitting in the pew 

Pretending to read just like you. 
 

Hidden in plain sight 
Woven into the fabric of society 
Because of my one ignorance. 

 
Masquerading as literature 

Has become my game 
Because of the shame 

Of my real name. 
 

Avoiding situation 
In fear of hearing this word 

READ that which I can not do 
 

Many try to give me a face 
With social status or race. 

 
I’m just ordinary people 

That can not read. 
 

Embarrassment keeps  
me from coming to you 

Normally it takes a tragedy 
For me to break through 

 
I’ve tried to paint a picture 

On the canvas of your mind 
To help you understand 
This illiterate life of mine. 
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American National Bank 
Food & Spirits Magazine 

Hy-Vee 
OPPD 

Lite 101.9 

Chocolate Does Make Things Better (As if You Didn’t  Know That) 
Although some dieticians may not see it this way, from the  
Literacy Center’s perspective Chocolate Makes Things Better. 
 
The Center’s 2nd Annual Chocolate Makes Things Better  
fundraiser earlier this year was a rousing success, both in raising 
funds and spirits. Area vendors shared their most sumptuous 
chocolate creations while the 200 attendees cheerily made sure 
there were few leftovers. This year’s event was held January 25 
at the Elk Ridge Village 
 
The funds raised at the event will help the Literacy Center 
achieve our mission is to empower adults and families by  
helping them acquire the literacy skills and practices to be active 
and contributing members of their communities. 
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Books, Crafts and More Fun for Kids 
 
The sweet sounds of laughing children filled 
the air at the Literacy Center’s ??th annual 
Read & Romp fundraiser.  
 
The event was held March 21, 2009 at the 
Westside Community Center with more than 
100 people in attendance. Children of all ages 
heard Dr. Seuss stories (read in character, no 
less) and participated in fun activities and 
crafts.  
 
Read & Romp is just one of the many ways 
the Literacy Center raises funds to support its 
overall mission of adult empowerment. To 
find out how you can help the Literacy Center 
help people in the community, go to 
www.midlandsliteracy.org. 

Please  
consider  
donating  
today.  
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Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift:   

�   $50      �  $75      �  $100      �  $125      �  Other ________ 
 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Please charge my credit card:   �  Visa     �  Mastercard      �  Discover 
 

Credit Card No.  ___________________________________ 
  
Expiration Date:  _______________    Security Code  __________ 
 
Name on Card: ________________________ Phone: __________ 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________ 

YES!  I want to help  
the Literacy Center  
continue to empower 
adults and families by 
helping them acquire 
literacy skills! 
  
Please enclose the  
coupon below to ensure 
proper credit in the  
envelope provided.  

Become a Fan of the Literacy Center on Facebook!  
As most of us know, social networking sites like Facebook, MySpace and Twitter are a very popular 
way to spread the word now days.   

Facebook allows the Literacy Center to reach a mass audience of active people in the commu-
nity.  The Literacy Center fan page promotes upcoming events, hours of operation and general infor-
mation about our mission.  We also have the ability to send out a calendar of events that fans can 
RSVP to as well as pass along to their network of friends.   
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On Sunday May 3, 2009 the Literacy Center inducted 
four students into the Adult Education National Honor 
Society.   
 
Their tutors awarded the inductees with a certificate and 
a letter of recommendation from the National office.  The 
Adult Education National Honor Society celebrates a 
student’s dependable attendance, cooperative attitude, 
and work ethic. 
 
Darian Stout was also named the Literacy Center’s Vol-
unteer of the Year and received a plague for his out-
standing contributions to the center. 
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Contact Suzy Parsons, Executive Director, at 342-7323 or by email at sparsons@midlandsliteracy.org  


